
 
 

Choristerships for boys  

at Carlisle Cathedral 
 

 
 

Empowering children  
through the gift of music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cathedral music is part of a living tradition stretching back over 900 years, 

and being a chorister at Carlisle Cathedral is a once-in-a-lifetime experience 

which hundreds of children have treasured.  The boy choristers and girl 

choristers sing as separate choirs and follow a different (but entirely equal) 

timetable, joining together on a number of important occasions in the year.  

There is a separate leaflet available giving information about choristerships 

for girls at Carlisle Cathedral. 

 
  



Who can become a chorister? 
We are looking for boys who are currently in Year 3 who can sing in tune, 
enjoy singing, have a bright and positive attitude, and are capable of 
sustaining a commitment to the choir. 
 

What musical training is provided? 
As well as the ongoing musical and vocal training that take place during 
the normal round of choir practices, choristers are given specialist training 
in small groups or individually.  They are taught a wide repertoire of music 
from across several centuries and equipped with the skills to perform it to 
a professional standard.  Being a chorister is probably the only occupation 
in which a child can work alongside adults at such a high level, and it gives 
them an insight into achieving musical excellence.  In addition, choristers 
receive individual singing lessons. 
 

How much does this training cost? 
The entire cost is borne by the Chapter of Carlisle Cathedral, so parents 
do not need to pay anything for their child to be a chorister.  In fact, a 
modest annual bursary (which parents can use to subsidise any 
instrumental lessons, or simply to help cover costs such as travel and 
parking) is paid to each chorister, and they all receive a small amount of 
pocket money from the Cathedral each month. 
 

What are the other benefits of being a chorister? 
As well as the obvious musical and educational benefits, choristers learn 
many life skills including self-discipline, a sense of responsibility and 
teamwork.  They develop sensitivity to heritage and tradition and through 
their singing become part of the Christian witness of Carlisle Cathedral.  
People in all walks of life have benefited from being a chorister between 
the ages of 8 and 14, including famous politicians, entrepreneurs, actors, 
newspaper editors and many others.  In the normal course of Cathedral 
services, the Cathedral Choir sings a wide range of some of the finest, 
most interesting and rewarding music written from the fifteenth century to 
the present day, and this experience is one that stays with choristers 
throughout their lives. 
 

How long do choristers remain in the choir? 
Boys usually remain in the choir until the end of year 8, or when their 
voices change if this happens before the end of year 8. 



Weekly timetable for boy choristers 
On Tuesdays and Fridays, the boys meet in the Song Room after 
school, where they have refreshments before practising at 4.10pm.  They 
are joined by the Cathedral Lay Clerks (the professional adult singers who 
sing the lower parts) for a full rehearsal before singing Evensong at 
5.45pm.  Choristers are collected from the Song Room by their parents 
when this service ends, at 6.30pm.  Once a fortnight, the Tuesday 
Evensong is sung by the Lay Clerks on their own, and the boys rehearse 
(with breaks) all the way through from 4.10pm to 6.30pm. 
On Sundays, the timetable generally alternates between girls and boys, so 
that both groups have a Sunday on duty followed by a completely free 
weekend.  If they are on duty, they arrive at the Cathedral at 9.00am to 
rehearse at 9.10am before singing at the main Cathedral Eucharist service 
at 10.30am.  After a break for refreshments, they rehearse again until 
12.10pm.  In the afternoon they rehearse at 1.55pm before singing 
Evensong at 3.00pm, which finishes at around 3.45pm.  Over the lunch 
period, an optional ‘Choir Club’ is currently organised by parents for 
choristers who wish to bring a packed lunch and stay for the whole day.  
On a number of occasions in the year (for example on Sundays when 
there is an all-age Plus Eucharist service in the morning) both the boys 
and girls sing together at the morning service.  At all times, choristers are 
properly supervised and looked after in accordance with the Cathedral’s 
rigorous and comprehensive Safeguarding Policy. 
 
The above describes a typical week for a chorister.  The choristers also 
take part in occasional special events such as weddings, concerts, 
recordings, broadcasts and tours.  Each term, parents are provided with a 
complete list of rehearsals, services and other events for the following 
term. 
 
Choir terms and holiday periods 
As Christmas and Easter are very important and busy times for the 
Cathedral, the choristers are involved in a number of extra services and 
events up to and including Easter Sunday and Christmas Day.  However, 
they always have at least one full week free from choir duties during the 
Easter holidays, and are free from the end of the morning Eucharist on 
Christmas Day until the feast of the Epiphany on January 6th.  They do not 
normally sing during the school summer holidays.  During each half-term 



break, the choristers are free during the week and on at least one of the 
Sundays, so that they have at least seven consecutive days with no choir 
duties. 
Occasionally a choir tour is organised during one of the holiday periods, 
either in the UK or abroad.  Parents are notified about tour plans well in 
advance so that they can arrange their holidays accordingly.  Participation 
in tours is not compulsory, and parents pay a contribution (usually about a 
third) towards the cost of any tours attended, the balance being covered by 
extensive fundraising which takes place in advance of a tour. 
 
Secondary schools 
It is a great strength of the Cathedral Choir that our choristers of 
secondary school age attend a number of different schools in Carlisle and 
beyond, and we support all our choristers and their respective schools.  
Parents may also be interested to know that Austin Friars currently offers 
automatic scholarships for a 30% remission of fees to all Carlisle 
Cathedral Choristers who apply in Year 6 to join at the start of Year 7, 
obviously dependent on their having demonstrated commitment and 
regular attendance in the Cathedral Choir.  These scholarships continue to 
apply throughout secondary school, provided choristers remain in the 
Cathedral Choir until the end of Year 8.  Note that these scholarships are 
entirely funded and administered by the school, so any queries about this 
should be addressed to Austin Friars.  Further information is available on 
the Austin Friars website. 
 
In conclusion 
Thanks to the support of the Cathedral Chapter in providing funding to 
cover the staffing and other associated costs, membership of Carlisle 
Cathedral Choir can be open to all musical children, regardless of personal 
or religious background, or of family means.  If you would like your son to 
be part of this, or would simply like more information, please contact 
Richard Sólyom, the Music Department Administrator on 01228 547916 
or at musicadmin@carlislecathedral.org.uk . 
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